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David Innes is a young man who has just inherited a large mining company. An eccentric inventor,

Abner Perry, convinces Innes to underwrite a project to build a 'iron mole', claiming it will make them

both wealthy. The mechanical beast works well, actually too well. On the maiden voyage, instead of

digging for a few minutes and returning, they plunge straight through the earth's crust into the 'inner

world' of Pellucidar. This world resembles earth but is a horizon-less, primeval tropical landscape

where the sun neither sets nor rises, and is populated by 'Sagoth' gorilla men, wild human slaves,

and the ruling hypnotic reptilian 'Mahors'. Upon arrival at this strange world, the men are

immediately captured and enslaved. But soon Perry learns to read the language of the Mahors, and

discovers a secret way to turn the tables! True to Burroughs form, this non-stop fantasy thriller

weaves together savage islanders, pterodactyls, telepathy, and, of course, romance.
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"Tarzan at the Earth's Core" is unique in the Edgar Rice Burroughs ouvre because it is a crossover

novel. This was the 13th Tarzan novel and the 4th Pellucidar story and not surprisingly ends up

being one of the better offerings in both series. Originally published as a seven-part serial in "The

Blue Book Magazine" in 1929-30. The story fits better into the Pellucidar series, where it works

mainly as a sequel to "Tanar of Pellucidar," and it is Tarzan fans who would be more lost in this one

than readers of the Pellucidar books. The plot is standard fare for a ERB novel, involving a rescue

mission, with the key difference between not so much Tarzan's involvement as the idea that the



person who needs to be rescued is not a damsel in distress but David Innes, first Emperor of

Pellucidar.Innes is being held in the dungeons of the Korsars, and Jason Gridley (inventor of the

Gridley wave that allowed ERB to "receive" the Martian stories from John Carter, which accounts for

the other major ERB series) persuades Tarzan to come along fr the fun. Gridley builds a zeppelin

and uses it to descend into the land of Pellucidar (do not get me started on the physics involved in a

lighter than air ship descending to the Earth's core. Once in Pellucidar Tarzan and Gridley have

their separate adventures, and ERB seems to go out of his way to come up with new races of

people (e.g., the Horibs) and prehistoric type creatures to beleaguer both of the book's heroes. The

romance, of course, happens with Gridley, who meets Jana, the Red Flower of Zoram. Even

everybody gets back together and they remember why they came to Pellucidar in the first

place."Tarzan at the Earth's Core" is a solid ERB pulp fiction yarn all things considered.
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